Activity:  categorize your expenses

For each of your expenses, identify if it is discretionary. If you feel your expenses are too high, take some time to review your discretionary expenses and make any change that you feel are necessary. 

If you have made any changes to your expenses, click on the Calculate button at the bottom of the page to save your numbers and see a total of your expenses for a year. When you are finished, click on the Save and Add to Workbook button at the bottom of the page. If you need to start over, click on the Reset button at the bottom of the page to clear your answers. 

<Table should contain same information as “Your Current Expenses” and “Your Working  Expenses”.>

	Expenses 
	Amount
	How Often
	Yearly Expense
	Discretionary

	Home
	
	<drop-down menu (weekly, monthly, yearly)>
	<calculated>
	<checkbox>

	Cable or Satellite
	
	
	
	

	Electric
	
	
	
	

	Gas
	
	
	
	

	Internet Service
	
	
	
	

	Maintenance and Repairs
	
	
	
	

	Mortgage or Rent
	
	
	
	

	Telephone/Cell/Pager
	
	
	
	

	Trash Removal
	
	
	
	

	Water and Sewage
	
	
	
	

	<text box>
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	

	Living Expenses 
	
	
	
	

	Barber/Beauty
	
	
	
	

	Child care or support
	
	
	
	

	Clothing
	
	
	
	

	Cosmetics/Hygiene
	
	
	
	

	Education
	
	
	
	

	Gifts
	
	
	
	

	Groceries
	
	
	
	

	Household Products
	
	
	
	

	Household Equipment (appliances, furniture…)
	
	
	
	

	Laundry/Dry Cleaning
	
	
	
	

	Liquor/Tobacco
	
	
	
	

	Medical/Dental/Prescriptions
	
	
	
	

	Miscellaneous Children (activities, allowance, lunches…)
	
	
	
	

	Newspapers/Magazines
	
	
	
	

	Pet Care
	
	
	
	

	Storage
	
	
	
	

	<text box>
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	

	Entertainment
	
	
	
	

	Eating Out
	
	
	
	

	Hobbies/Interests
	
	
	
	

	Media Rental
	
	
	
	

	Movies/Shows/Other Entertainment
	
	
	
	

	Travel/Vacation
	
	
	
	

	<text box>
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	

	Money
	
	
	
	

	Banking Fees (checking account charges/money orders/check cashing fees)
	
	
	
	

	Church Offering/Tithes/Donations
	
	
	
	

	Credit Card Payments
	
	
	
	

	Insurance (Life/Home/Medical/Dental)
	
	
	
	

	Loan Payments
	
	
	
	

	Property Taxes
	
	
	
	

	Savings Account
	
	
	
	

	<text box>
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	

	Transportation
	
	
	
	

	Car Payment
	
	
	
	

	Car Insurance
	
	
	
	

	Gasoline/Tolls/Parking
	
	
	
	

	Oil/Maintenance/Repairs
	
	
	
	

	Other Transportation (bus, train…)
	
	
	
	

	<text box>
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	
	
	
	

	Total Yearly Expenses
	
	
	
	


<Student will have opportunity to check checkbox in fourth column. Student also can also change any other information in the table.

When student selects Calculate button, worksheet should calculate yearly amounts for each item completed, subtotals for each category, and a total. These should display in the third column. This button should not take student out of the activity.

Save and Add to Workbook button should recalculate again, add subtotals and total monthly expenses to Workbook under “My Yearly Working Expenses”  and take student out of the activity as usual.> 

Calculate  Save and Add to Workbook  Reset  Cancel
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