Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences
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Click on the link below to see a brief introduction to the “Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences” chapter.

Video: Intro to Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences

Are you smart? If you said no to this question, you may want to think again. There are many different kinds of intelligences or ways of being smart. Everyone is smart in at least a few ways. 

This chapter, Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences, will help you identify how you learn and how you are smart.

In this chapter you will:

· Explore the different ways that people learn

· Recognize your own learning style

· Look at the many kinds of intelligences 

· Identify the ways that you are smart

If the video does not run smoothly on your computer, use the slideshow version.
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People are expected to learn new things all the time. You learn new things at school or on the job. You also learn new things by talking to friends or just experiencing your daily life.  

Name, think about a time recently where you needed to learn something new. What did you have to learn? Were you successful? Write about this experience in your Journal.

Journal: Learning Something New [Chap6act_journal]
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Not everyone learns in the same way. Some people learn best by doing something, while others learn best by seeing or by listening. This is called a learning style.

It is important to know your learning style. When you know how you learn best:

· You can use that method of learning when you are called on to learn something new or difficult. 

· You understand what makes some learning experiences more difficult than others.

· You feel that you can do a good job no matter what type of learning task you are faced with.

This slideshow shows you examples of the three learning styles that we will explore in this chapter.

Slideshow: Intro to Learning Styles [Chap6_flash_scripts]
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Just like other people, you have a way of learning that is easiest for you.  Do you know which learning style that is? The following activity will help you decide how you prefer to learn and process information.  This information will be saved in your Workbook.

Workbook: Your Learning Style [Chp6act_learning_style]
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Think about what you have been doing so far in Critical Choices.  Parts of the program ask you to listen and learn.  Some have you drag and drop and do things to learn.  Some parts have you read or see pictures to learn.  You have been using different learning styles.

This slideshow will now show you ways to use your learning style to help you improve your learning.

Slideshow:  Using Your Learning Style [Chap6_flash_scripts]
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Name, earlier in this chapter, you wrote in your journal about a recent experience where you needed to learn something new. Think about this experience again. Did you use your preferred learning style? If so, did this make learning it easier? If you didn’t, think about how you could have learned it using your preferred learning style. Write about this in your Journal.

Journal: Learning Something New: Part II [Chap6act_journal]

NEW TOPIC

Multiple Intelligences

Page 7

Another way to understand how you learn is to explore ways you are smart. Often people don’t think of themselves as being very smart because they didn’t do very well in school.  Actually there are many different ways to be smart that can help you in the job world. 

Dr. Howard Gardner, author of Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences 

believes there are eight ways that people are smart. He calls them intelligences.  

When you have a certain type of intelligence, you are able to do something naturally that others might struggle to do. 

This slideshow will explain Gardner’s eight different intelligences. 

Slideshow: Multiple Intelligences [Chap6_flash_scripts]
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If you prefer doing certain tasks, name, it may show you have an intelligence in that area. For example, you may think you are not good at math. But if you are good at managing your own budget and enjoy comparing prices and discounts, you may be math smart. 

In this next activity you will practice matching tasks to the type of intelligence needed to do them. 

Drag-Drop: Match the Activity to the Intelligence [Chap6_mi_matching]
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Knowing your intelligences will help you in your everyday life, as well as help you be successful on the job.  

In this next activity you will identify your multiple intelligences. This information will be saved in your Workbook.

Workbook: Your Intelligences [chap6act_mi_survey]
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Name, in the last activity, you identified ways you are smart. Some of them may have been in areas that you never thought about.  It is important to recognize the different ways you are smart.  You can use your intelligences to help you succeed. 

In this next slideshow see how Rosa uses her intelligences.

Slideshow: Rosa’s Intelligences [Chap6_flash_scripts]
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Think of ways you have used your intelligences to help you succeed. Can you remember times that you used your different types of intelligences to learn something new, overcome a problem, have a new experience, or be successful in another way? 

In this next activity you will be going to the Discussion Board to share with your classmates one of your intelligences. When you are in the Discussion Board, take time to look at your classmates’ answers.

Discussion Board: Share One of Your Intelligences [Chap6act_journal]
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Congratulations, name! You have just completed the “Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences” chapter. Click on the link below to see a brief summary.

Video: Summing up Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences

Congratulations! You have just completed the Learning Styles and Multiple Intelligences chapter.  

You have seen that there are different ways to learn and identified your preferred learning style. You also have seen that there are different types of intelligences and identified the ways you are smart.

This information will be helpful as you begin to explore career options. Knowing how you learn and how you are smart can help you choose a career that fits who you are.  

If you would like to review the topics covered in this chapter and/or write down things you want to remember, go to page 7 in your Manual.

You are now ready to continue to the next chapter. To mark this chapter complete and return to the Learning Center, click complete.   To simply return to the Learning Center, click review later.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
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Now that you have seen that there are different ways people are smart, has it changed the way you think about yourself?  If you want, click on Am I Smart?  and write about it in your Journal.   [Chap6act_journal]
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If you would like to do another activity that helps you identify your intelligences, try this website: Assessment: How Are You Smart?  (http://literacyworks.org/mi/assessment/index.html)  

QUOTES
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“To succeed, we must first believe that we can.” ~Michael Korda
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“Never live in the past but always learn from it.”  ~ Source Unknown
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